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= Romeo and Juliet
One of the titular characters from t he play Ro meo isa young. 'D:M'ﬂ::“ﬂ»"”:‘ Family Shakespeare Like many of Shakespeare's work theplaywright took
memb e ofthe M ontague famiy thth = apparet yfallen 3:727.:, 3 Youn glove and his elements of plot and character from other established
Si::;‘j:‘;"';‘”‘;:‘mopmga;f::f‘v;m:mg:!‘:i“:m i) e KnOWI edge o rgan ise r sources of works from other writers and adapted them for his own
Rosaline loved him. Ho wever when h eattends aparty  the .”.,””.'ATJLT.’",‘“‘ Mariage inspirati on purposes. In 1562, over 30 years before we think Romeo,
Capulet household t isfamily are hisfamily's biter vals I€d £ perachan and Juliet was written, Arthur Brookes” The Tragical
. e ke afend of e g0 oo naldosparty) e ees, g o) 9, ey GBIt e e (315
H promptly fallin o1 with h r. The twa meet kiss disavert hey T, Maculinity Keyevents (A01) believed he translated his poem from an ftalian ovella
£ elon gto enemy familes agree to meet in secret, agree fob e i Fate byMatteo Bandello. Shakespeare also took inspiration
H married, get marfed and spen the nex together n the oo xazsers Free Wil g it s gt o
= im espan of a few days Isthisreal love? Are theyr ush ingin to 0 weantie Individud Y
S Wing? You decide. Anyway, R omeo kil letscousin Tybaltin Byl ne Society dlassical tale of Pyram us and Thisbe from Ovid's
£ (Zre] LT Metamorphoses.
s Hisfien d iar lawren @ putsto et her  pla for Ro meo to be
Rom eo ends up killing himself thin ki ghis wife isdead, uliet ey APrologue isusuallya br ief Two servan tsof t he Capulet family, Sampson and Elsewh ere in Vero na,C 3 uletis em oveo n to the Capu let m eo a i Wes usy The sevants a e C“\ However,Shakespeare uses basicelements fromthese
Terh uband d e introductio n to play, it ng out Tegory, are walin gt hrough V erona. Samp n tlks walkingwith Pa s-2 nobleman ou ehold where lady thep aty with heir fend e R R S e e R B e o s s e
agree 103 uc afterallt hishs taken plae. If fom eo i tagic Key exen tsand characters forthe about how much he hatest he Mont i es-a rval that o owsthe Princ, They talk Capulet zksfor the N, Mercuio-th eyare all wearing arou nd the hal tlking o th eirguest s Romeo sees) ulet o m
hero, wh 2 ishis f alf lav'? it t hat e ist oo keen to be in audience. Rememb er thatall of family. They joke  d male pu nsabout how weak about Capuletsd aigh ter u let- s3jing she needst o find her masks asitisa 'mas uerade’ acrossthe r oom and he askso ne of the sewvantswho that gi is The. young love, vid ence, family, honour, individual vs.
love? sitthathe alows i eelngs for uiet getn th eway of h LT i davghter e Juletaries feast Romeois sl ullof servant sysh ed oeavtkno w but Romeo i su med by her beauty society, fate and more. Shakespeare wrote playsin both
Worttlet people ive el own Ives? Tead on p p er.The Chor s th & W0 senvants from the ont a5 ef an ycoming abou Taoe! et that in Ftetin o the party = Eoesas far o s he hasn ot oved unt it hisvery mom ent. Tybalt _
AN P characterth @ presentsthe 1o verdsth em,  d he wo nders how he @n cajole luhehsnm ewn fourteen et priwte However, realisings he th eywill be recognized & hears Romeo's o ice and knowsh eis aM ont gue, dem a ding beingan Elizabeth play), where marmiage for those in the
Pro logue, elains thatthere are theminto 2 brawl without breaking  ylocal lave andisa litle to young t get hasn o dose rlaton sip with Montagues.However, when Sevantgetsh sawor d  he can atiackR omeo, Ho vever, {2 her nobilitywas more like abusiness transaction than
The ot her it lar racter, et ayou ngm emberof the “tis b onour Family two families who hold a long- Sampson decidesto bite histh umb atthe sevants, mared, He req uea sthat Pais herd a g te, calsthe Nuse theyare letin h then moves Capulet hearsTybalt and tellshim o sayingR omeo sa very well N
Capulet familythathasneverreallyt houghtof m a fiage before. that 1d ream not Youn glove avery Thetwo ets of waitstwo earsuntilshe is n ot te eiest respected young man in Ver ona, and he willn ot
AFarall 2 I ooy 14.LIke most Eimbot han noble women, she of (Ad Tocene s ha uiing Sikcen. In% despearestime offerheradvice.Lady Capulet dance atthe party. Mercuio Harm ed  isparty Tybaltis angry, but apulet s ur st hat
isexpected to many the man her parents ¢ 00 for herand 3 Oishon our 3 A u sinofthe ontagies nob lewom en vere maried of stars alking butitsetso fthe pokes st romes, im, i
mm:ly s goalong i i Fowaver e meeting ! Mariage where the playis st From these Benvolio,seesthe fight and triesto stop it their and trano ming every Romeo sas Capulet movesaway bu tTybalt ellsh imsf he will notlet this Elizabethan Malages were focused on finance and were amanged betveen fan iliesso
Rom eo h flsin 01 and au kly amangesto many i bef ore Miyon yiove et archan Swowar ngfam eswe ¢ ol happen i Tybalt cousin o the Capulet iy, es paren in  type of b s deal embarmsing so 1y ot into baud ysews puns. family insut go. Romeo moes towards iletand gr sher hand love and e O G T oG
isaser srikes and Romeo en dsup Killng Tybaltouto freven g rom ovi comesa pairof star-crosed whatish  pening and atiemp tt o joininth fight, -itwasun uva fetasa dild sayin m eo isnotn terested inth s ey ek to each ot eruin gr elido usimagery, Aliet paint N 5
§ | ke oo un hup e Tibatuto venge s frommy 55 foves whawilsver e eV Semvote s reahed un gt g1 oriovs. o xpans St ok i Vot s B e e i marrisge e marid therchldn of g o et ln The
2 demand she mar iesa noble man cdled Par s not kno win gshe Too early seen Genderroles th eir own lives Theirlove and svord. ma realising. lady Capulet keeps talking abouta drean heh af previo ussins Heu ssh islanguageto ty to geth erto kiss him, v‘::’:’ﬂ::ﬁ;;‘d‘::“ Vou were, essentally the mor e dho i you had in
8 hasm a ried Rom e in scret. Doesshe upset her family by unkno wn ,and death willrestore orderb etween bringp ezce by st opping the ot hers fighting. The and asks him to come to the '8, but tha it gr eeshe ca issher b utéh e i i
< revealing hr dishono urable marige? b she keepsitsecret known 0o el Free Wil h etwo famles Thi topc willo e fath ersof the two familis, Mont gue and Capu lt, huge annual feastand pany he is itis et who i dy gets the partywasn ota od idea. In Wil notmo e towadshim 0.6 et herefo e takes is $n awayfrom S R R A ey
and works wth Frar Lawr ence 10 om eu p wth asomewhat (Ad15cenes) Individud thefousof thepla for the next butitist heir wivesthat stop t hr hosting th 2 night, s Pariscan @ nto Ih er laughter. response, Meraitio makesan him. However, becau s Juliet now hasRomeo s sn, she must gie it Ty e b
E T e e L e e e & Tetiseare i o gin the REht sswell The pr e of v erona, o et iR e e & [ alarer e rctas ] Wl I e SFoc
Ive happlly.ever-afar. However, thslsa trgedy and h ep I o mamsal Prin @ Es@lus tm sup and demand sthatt he ight ryand win her over Peter, 3 10 picof m 7 fage t Aliet M - th eq ueen of the faries tels et h ermoth erwan o ek t her.A sk et goes Rom eo rman
fals.Julettakesh er own e afte ciscovering Romeo's dead Koma? stops ortho  invlved will sf e tor e asa senvantof apulet, istld to go Jlietsaysshe'snot really in olklore, vh o s ts those: asks the N2 who Ju st hers.Th eNurse syst hatady
s ke g S e D o A o e e R TR i oughtabout 1, but Lacy e R e T Capulet Isand Romeo cannct belevelt - et 33 Capulet] The - Mot wom v g  dowy wit e o 8 g, Thiscou b
Montagues.J et s to Romeo that h is woried h ewill e it X Prin @ givesa peech about 40 pping the vioence Unfortunately forPeter,he cant Capulet explains he would goeson n d o, Meratio begin o head home and Ben o ties 1 get Romeo to go e e e e e
thinkshe fswon over oo casly. Wh a do you tink? Did she o, ~1 bet ween the two familiesand saysanyone ad and sa he willh e a ot of have been the same e 25 Becomes more and more om . ulletaks the N to idently diff rent men a the pary
1 sh in or wasshe genuinely overpo ver ed by love? Caubt (0 5ame <A fightsin the street gain will be execut ed. He means trouble tryingto invite people Ju liet when she gave birth to obsesed with th eid e3 movng. ‘The Nurser etur nsand find sout t he name of the man is Romeo and e"“:“e” “‘“'“E‘“""":e'“k“::”:’”:Sh"d“"e”"‘"‘*“'“”“"”E
\ <y usinessand sysh ewill peakte the paret sof the rom the st Rom comd herd s s e Lac Cap et awaykommith o sefousnes peiss Mrtague Ktk e, et cm s s by Fiis female partnrexpected oo ket er e hou
—ATS two families about it Everyo ne leares except Benvolio walk on by and are il insistsuliet must think about and anger. Rom eo @ims down with isfrom her family (AR
Rom eo'friend and asource of comedy and hum our, Mercutio Aplague o both Realty vs =N, Nonmiue They . abouthowt e ret v s Romesand s oot mver et Ui abon ot g e hend - phcelzatuher peylod Waras el joebovslo T VOIS 486 of S
isp fimarly used to make bawd ypu nsand mocksRo meo for his yourh ouses! Dreams — i andwhetharhe T R (e o read thelit; Romeo start to says she willlook at Parsat drean sare not hing more th an jend sinslfomthelee o2 5o ore e ie e d parencolp s dos o
affected ‘love’for Rosline. He ems o reprewnt er yeynical (Aa3scene 1) Fate { o on repaty and se ifshe an fall 1" children o i leb min®. many age of 21 s in
o viewsin Elizb ethan s detyabou tlove, butsimilarly isable to ) Free Will A Ak ; Inlove with him. Asenvant o Db I e T T e (o e
2 be quite deep and philosophical  out th en 2ure of redity e, | talk of Family theironand hare ied o ai himwhats he wong, Mmcnm\ﬁmmvl\/, nmmmkmg comesin ann ouncing thatth e focusing on the : laneesbetveenfun ied
3 (checko uthisp rtt yaweso me ‘Queen Mab' seech, ifyou're ans Honour ut he wo 't talk. Benvolio. tha Rom eo ises one more wor y: EETp B e
; device 3 itshis dawnall and death the handsof Tybaltthat Criannoto el et "i';ilﬁii?ﬁ?f‘;ﬂfi :::IL:::‘\?W ﬁ!?’l!’iiiﬁ!ﬁ?fw‘é’mﬁ ;“ZZ?JL?;ZTLTGZT.Z? & o LG (eSO
oy | s Romeo with g, it is previous e asloverand at adk ide bran, o and she snotin terested i . Ben o o tes to Rom eo @rees butrealyhe wheelso fate moving, which V) e e S o el et et
V- with procesand B¢ & Society ‘make Romeo feel bet ter by tellin ghim t o go for wants to e Ro line. will end up with t he death of ceremon yin the family's home.
@& fate in mo tion unt il the end of the play but wain fantasy” Comiicrelief otherwomen, but Ror line is the most or oweter, Romeo T~ L i7
N (Act15cene 4) beautfl woman he hasseen. Romeo leavess g iesto m ke himself eem
1o B envolio that he cannot h elp him to for get about cheerfu land t hen move on to Bl CrEs Ryt B CRPElimep sBe s
. Rosaline. Benvolio sas he wl ty thepaty. dvoree! - mreten
TS SO R What d awn, Honour
villain. In every cene he featur e: e play, he and talk of Dishon our fy
Sekresive o o Saeral andvioent He Fasa porglon o peace?! hatethe Violene 8 o el us ie inbis
being an excelent word sman, asexplained by Mer s o, buth e word Aegresion Act2 tim ep eiod? Should Ro meo and lietn ot ushed in and instead married
5 isverymu ta s ockcharacter, meanin ghe is quite 25 1 hatehell,al ouy who th ir parent swanted them to? Wer et hey ightin folo win gt her
E B Montagues,and identity ot er rther wanted
= and how family hono ur can b et ainted int o somet hing thee. Individu Prologue. Scene 1 Scene 2 Scene3 Scened. Scenes. 0 im po on them? These are [deas foryou to d lxuss and argue. Whatd o
S S omughly o ez Hisgeontand oms e ey om Haeatthee, Society ke atthe start Fom co tllshim 2Ifth 2 he @nno tetu m home, he mu & e Fiiart wth Wearen owwith Mercut o n d Benvolio asth eythink i out Wearein the Capulet Friar Lawrence a d o BRI
3 possb lecomed yint o an inevitable tagedy asfate’s ways of coward.” (Act1 Vilainy. of Adt1, the Choru's T T P T R R stage,h olding ab sketand what happen ed to Romeo 8 envollo hasfou nd out Ro meo orhard s Julietwats for athis @l walting forJ lfet to
2 fortune wor ktogether to n demn Romeo and  uletto d e h scene 1) Family ison age © jump sino an or 6 on heir property. Benvalio and M ercutio are, begins pladng weeds,h erbsand didnt reurn home and M ercutio fsin atingabo ut Rosaline. theNuse et from come. Romeo sayshe doesrit
& (we already know tiswill happen s the Prolo g cexplained this s Fate presnta short They thin khe is n flowersinto it e tlkst o himelf Wefind outthat Tybalt hassenta leter to Romeo dem  ding herm eeting with Romeo. care what happens laer The During the Elizabethan period thecorcept of a
atthestart of the play). Utimately, Mer aitio'sdeath  the wﬂ' Free Wil sonnet (14 line Mercutio laughs at R omeo, making fun of his feelingsfor Rossline - unaware about the beauty of t he vo id, a duel with him du et o his ins It at the party. Mercutio s The Nursecomes back not hing beatst he joy he feels Petrarchan 'Petrarchan lover' wasvery popular and verycom mon to
ands of Tybal atho ugh .cidental) t rand orms Romeo from poem in ambic ofhis new lovef or it . Theyleave, assuming Romeo d oesnot vant o be and how his In owledgeo fthe becaus o meo hasbeen it byC upid'sarow, he'salready 2 and u lietwan o ow atth em oment Frar 0 el e v
individu 8 lover to familial sldier  d theref re tra dormst he ] find o thing o him - he plantshe pickshave powers dead man. M ercutl taiksabo Ut whether he tinks R omeo will whathash  pened, but Law encetellsfom o o love lover e point of beirg cliche and a little bit lam e by this poin
play, too. ﬂb desaibe how does liet both positive a d negat ve. be stron geno ugh to defeat Tybalt. Ben w lio e t defend his theNurse makesall orts carefully notin tens ely in time. It bas icallym eans someone who is over-the-top,
e T o TS Rt MO s e e e A e s elpenve o leeencs” GO, S A A
el o yShakesexean om ey However, when Ty appy nightsto Honour Hatred between th e her-eifand aks have Tim once more, impat ent and the Nurse asks herto describe thei love, seems to be mockingthis kind of person at the
iskilled by Rom eo the Nu re is forced to make a dho ice: to serve happy days” Duty wo families, itis ‘hear what she issing. This isknown asdr an 2 icir ony, wh en the audience ‘sinned with Rosaline, but Ro meo saing he isn owweak beca s of his IouEMzr(\muprelsnds eventu dly tells hertha but she says their love isfa ¢
8 et ers(Lo and Lady Conletyor 1 09 h evou gar | (a1 scene3) Individu d nearimp osble for echanscters histamily ss thatdidnt he m pare Rosdin eto Rom eostomary herin wogeatt desaibe. They pmd:ﬁg’:‘z ﬂfz;‘;’;‘:‘R';?i;":;‘ﬁizz“qu ay
2 who she has pretty much ased as her own. She goes with family Society themo meetun les name she vo uld be with him,orifh eswearshe loves her  ewou d e now © v o {2 a6t on Fiar Lawrence'scellThe exitand are offto be ved 4
2 ditvoerbeng ln il 3 i ssher i fom Comedy itis done In cret deno unceh er Capulet name. Ro meo reples back o her, hocking et She maryher He wants @n @nt makesRo meo outto be deluded. Mercutio s Romeo Nuseleavestowat for dropped in favaur of Juliet (apparently he had ot loved
2 A She ight ot s s ke ey it chacte b Howewer, the dea of 25ks how he found her  d he syshs loveled h im o her, let =ysR omeo. o the Frar o rhim o marty abandon ed hismates las nght 3 d Romeo s he dicn', m eo'servan twho will LR s o) G Encs e mer)
e 255 3l of e e e Ay hona i theirlove md uure will be excut ed if heIsfoun d buthe s3/s he @ tgo, @ying hislove them today! That's some serous s3ying he had o leave. They begin making wcy sexsal jokes bringthe lacder Rom eo
v ananyone, BT S I A e Ty e T o i e i Sl o b ipis differertly when around Julie® i his love for her redl
thedesre and Rom 0.3 he doesabo uther,bu th is notsure how Romeo f eelsabouth er par. friar lawren @ can'tbelieve the ha is he stil  playingthe role of a Petrarchan lover? It's
Wl think iletis 100 easly won over, uliet 2yst hings how quickly Romea hasm oved she Isa prostit . Asyou can imaine, sh i fuiou sat s ight somethingyou 1 think about and make up your own
meet each ot erand are happen ingt oo quickiyb ut omeo ¢ s o makeh er feel beter, an he o feGlsbouhow ele Benvolio and M ercuio eave and Romeo sayshe will jon vith
The Friar playsa similar ole to the Nurse but thistime with Forthisalliance Family avoid the pr oblems two sayt heylo e each other ain. In th eb xkgroun d the N e callsfor young th hasa erioustdk conclus iors . Petrarch was afam ous Italian poet from the
ther than Juliet He scems 1o actasa fatherly kind of may © happy Honour tha williein front Ju et and she goes back into  erroom She comes back and tels Romeo she o e avet  lelones i he had bet ter be hon estand t rue with Ju et; Romeo say he. 14™ century and he was known for hislove somets.|
o i sl o i o, By ofth will get om eone t go o him tomor ow o secif heis am 1 o f honour aswelland Rosaline didr': il be. Romeo as the Nu e o tel Aietto go to confession guess it'd be abit like trying 1o use Pau McGartney's
8 with i father D oesthe Fiar offer ce 10 Ro meo o myour ndivids . r Fria isv Far Lawrence'sh n anci then they wil - . .
H agreeing to mar ry Romeo and Ju lietin secret 2He seems to hou sehold ¢ Society g‘aﬁsnmgam A A i e e oo o e ;“;:?:5\";’;:‘ e P Sheare ;&";E?i‘ni":;"‘m“&:;“é:e e bene Silly Little Love’s ongs to woo your girlfriend or
H decide thatthisun ion willlso help bin gt he two familes ancour topure Real erm esenger il eetwith i They agree on Sam. They professt her found love, he doesagree to willput ladder up for Romeo to dim b up to Ju ietsro om on boyfriend. If you dorf t know this song as kyour mum or
5 o @ther, but ingeal 2 e n iresto ensure mu t death a1 d Tove. Religion ove for each oth er once more, and th et wo depart rom each o ther on marythem, hopin gt hat it will thenih tof the weddin g CEL lamesmain cHhanes
s befo e tis I decic (Friar Lawrence, more. o find 2 mon kia et endthe fighting between the
= elp ) ue,unike the Nurse. i dy, at th een d ofthe play he Act2scene2) e Y e
w choosesto run away rat her than face the consequences of his
actions. The fiarisalway ad s ve dar xter forstudent s e thie
what’s youropinio  on him? Act3 Whyis thiss ignifi cant?
Benvolio s ap exzemaker,ahway looking forwaysto p event g Family
iz e Dut jecans ] Scsnag] Scepel S0 85 Allegory An allegoryis atyp eo f sto 1y that hasa hidd en meaning, wh ere th a ac ersr epresent
2 isrespected b ythe Pince & d 2 ar e e 1sasfed to e lan oo, Honour Benvolio and Mercuto ar ewalking through the steetsasth esun beats dow st in Friar e Capulet parents and Pars liets dhamb er and isabout
H ot T4 o hat e e bt wese Wk, ol Individu & Bemoll e mevinds ey 00 oors S Eytes e Capder s wil mewiaply o a0 cone 5P hat o 3 aFwhat Cowenced il fulo fief ore walingtogethr Lord 153301 he mustesape t Manti: Howewr, e Hesto male T o e ST o e i
g e e s ey At i R Soclety end upina ight Mercutio retorsthat Benvolio can bew me & angry & anyo therman hash  pened in the city < eets. The Nurse and cannotbelieve he must Capulet systha due to what bicallsin s e o e oGk e et S
(e P e T s T P in'taly and they shouidn'tcitse other people forh aing quick temper s Unfortunately u nsin o tell her about whath 3 be exiled.Fiar Lawrence ties hash  pened recenty, he has (birdsof the night)rtherth  larls which sing in the mor ing. e e T T
Fate for them, gang ofhisfriends happen ed. However, theNurse makesit o gethimto e that his ot been able to e o his Howewer, Romeo s3s he mus leave o ewillbe Killed. et sys e s e e e B e
o R Cone Iy D e B I B i WA Pekas 4 Romes paled . Secoun e Cngeserka e e e v ot om0 s 1 e i e Sk s I e DB =R T RO O N TTHBTEe
Lot ans o ot i o g T 2 raham: Do Family Him. Ro meo et -after thissh eredgns herself o death aswell. The 53 thatbeing barished sfar ow herd a g terfeels wheth e e livesor s - he ust wantsto & with uiet.Ho vever
v v acional iy valucsof the Eimbeth 2 p e you'biteyour Ouy all Tybal i u s cousin, Romeo s he doesno twish to f i Tybalt, makingh im Nurseb egn stospeakabo ut Tybaltcying worse becau = he won'tbe 10 momow.Parisisabou tto Julietnow sysitwast he ark snging and The
andnon o fhem help thrumb atus 2 Loyalty lokdshonaurbl e eyeso e men e o odedatfomedsef sl o and u et hinks both Tybalt and fo meo. alewsee e Th e leave vh en Capulet s he vil Nursecomes in and syst o ket that her mot her isar ving. Romeo
families butinstead adt uallym ae th ingsworse. Itisonly Sampson: | do Monlity tfight Tybaltand are dead, but she eventu dly seesthatit is amies and Rome attempttop e and Ju liet ay their goo dbyesand Rom eo @ esout the window. Ty Shakespeare’s plays can be divided into three over-arching
h ough th esaificesof theirhldren are th eyable o ind a BT, Soclety Mmmegmmmmm_ummpm S toit be th ndthat 5 knowany newsirom et daughterto maryPar's e Rom el et o m th orchard b elow hat ey will e each genres:Comedies, Histories and Tragedies. Fom o and uliet |
wayfonward but serecting big 2 atieso fRomeo and J et s Individu 4 thepar, s am from V erona. u et Rom o esesthat ulet believesshe willlien to him otheragn b ut et syshe looks paleas ifin atomb. Ho vever, .
achally ngto athiove syt g, (Act15cene 1) Fate T (e e e e o cannot beieve th 2 sich a ‘sweet fleh peraiveshim am uterer but pale beca = of theiracnessand 5 a3ty [EETER 6 3 s [ HED [Fmeoanti(n
Free Wil CapuletsANDthe Montapi s He sa: A plags o bo th your o uss - greatline for Romeo could h ous "t spirto fa and 5o 3yshe will kilh imel, andclaimsh ltwildo de Somow Ro meo uns avay and et hidest he i der.LafyCapu et hewine thatis Juliet and because the playincludes a number of
Pars - Repr et ative of the nob esof Verons, Paisscemson ly Hangthee, Yoularnforyourrvion e males okesabout dat Ak o e oo, and fiend " Juletisangry when the Nuse but Friarlawren @ stops him istold. He say to Pars swhy the genre conventions of tragedy. See the notes on the second
e e e e e T e CEra, Vou shaifind me agr ave man'” o et not <aing he s B vesdng wit b eon herthisealy. LadyC  ulethasno d ea et slready manfed g e
ain nextto her body when he diessuggess he mayh are had disobedient e ety woman, and rzgret = fighting Tybalt. Tybalt retums a d Romeo have aiticised him eit her. Ju liet thinks she not behavingin a manly way Wednesd  but then says Rom eo a d thinks) ulietissad and ayingb e@use of her love for pag 5
o e e e mtoi attzkshim with hisswo . Romeo Kills T . Benvolo tels Romeo t run awa 3sa willnot s Romeo again a d thatth ir The Frart festo gt him'o Thur sy aswednesl ¥ Istoo Tybalt b
2 Vel h eewhat gou p of dtimns haveseen the ighting takep e (ram ember what theprincesaid mariag will butthe dulietare soon. she vantsRom eo dead, but what she srealy doin isstatng her e ke i
o Piin @ Esalus ~ Prin @ of V erona and a friend of b oth M ercutio etth eeto about fighting backin Ad 12 Yup) R omeo saysh eis "Fortu ne'sfool” and run soff. T Nusesaysdh ekno e wherefomeo's an alive-if he givesth ePrince love for R omeo, u let reveals th ep la p ut toget her by her Ruis iakespear eo and asdes
s e e G e o i o 6 re Ve o 4 o pavenk et e o B o e e pe e R et st o b houghe m  fsings o sauence A loqy iz peschspokeniy ore
£ Place srig purishments o presen tanym ore blood shed. Sadly oThurstay, T e e s i e ol ol ey T ey i Th e puts togather arel disgue ed, he s the cannotmarry Parlsand sas: ™1 wiln ot harcierth & smath by the o erhaders B Romeoand et rave
5 theydo n otwork untiltistolate. Orneveratier 1 em en. However, Tybaltsaun tand et moth erlady Capulet sysfom o hou ld Rom eo & asymbol of her lovef or him, a plan that Ro meo willisit marryyet;and when | oI swea /It shallb eR omeo—whom you R e
3 look me inthe die for islying. Prin @ Esalus Juliettonight @ d then leave know | hate— /R & her th an Paris’, the audience knowing full well Wl R DE 3 O (b ETHE MV EE IO I
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Macbeth is clas:

genre because of the genreconventions it

sed as a tragedy in terms of

contains. All of these elements can befound in

Romeo and Juliet

TragicHero Amain character aursed by fate
and possessed ofa tragic flaw.
This struggle can take place as
part of the plotor exist within
the main character. Romeo

A Struggle chooses apath of love and

Between peace for mostofthe play, but

Good and Evil | when he caves in to familial

pressures he kills his love’s

cousin and sets the rest of the
- play on a tragic ourse.

Thefatalcharac er flaw of the ragic

hero. Rom eo’stragic flaw is not clear. It
could be that he falls in love too easily,
or it could be that he allows the red

Act4

Scene 1 Scene 2 Scene 3 Scene 4 Scene 5

Friar Lawrence is talkingto Paris in his cell about Paris" Juliet goes backhome Backin herroom,Juliet tellsthe Nurse she TheCapuetsare TheNurse finds Juliet 'dead' and begins to shout and cry, with the Capulet parents
marriage to Juliet.Paris says Juliet feels awful because of and tells her parents wants to be byhersel ftonight and saysthe busygetting joining her s hortly. Paris comes with Friar Lawrence and theydiscover what has
Tybalt's death, but that them arriage to him will make her feel that she will marry same thingto her mother when s he arives. their house happened. The Friar rem inds them al that Juiet has gane to heaven,and tells them to
better and that ishow her father feels,too. The Friar wishes Paris . They are She holds the vialof ption that the Friar readyfor the getready fora funeralimstead

to himself that he didn't know thereas on why this marriage surprised but happy - gave her and wonders what willhappen wedding.The

should not happen. Juliet com es in and Paris tries to woo her, Capuletisso pleased herwhen she diirksit. The Fiiar could have Nurse is sent to Agrow of musiciars who had arrived for the wedding are getting ready to leave. Peter
although he comes acrss as quite arogant. Juliet makes. he moves the wedding lied to her and given her poison to cover up wake Jliet, asks themto playa happytune to make him feel better, but theyrefuse to do so,
hers eff sound neither love or hatred, but somewhere in foward o hisinvolvement, or if Ram eo is late she saying that at a time i ke this it would not be right Peter begins to insult the musicians
between Friar goes with Juliet, saying theym ust complete Wednesday. Juliet could end up in the tomb aloneand and theyinsult him back. Peter leavesand the musiciars decideto wait around so they
her confession. Paris tries to kiss Juliet as s he leaves. Juliet goesto back © her temified. Shes eeswhat s he thinks is can get some lunch

begs the Friar Lawrence for help when theyareaway from home and Capulet Tybalt's ghost lookingfor Rom eo and she

Paris, holdinga krife saying she willkillherselfifhe doesrit heads off o tell Paris asks hisghost to find Ram eo. She drinks

help her. The Friar puts together plan thatinvolves Juliet the rews. the potion.

agreeing to mary Paris, but on the night before the wedding.

she willtake a sleeping poticn that will make it |ook like sheis

dead, then she willbe put in the Capulets' tomb as f dead,

and the Friar wills end a messenger to Rom eo in Mantua that

he must comeand get Jul et when she wakes up. Theycan

then both livein Martua happyand away fom their parents' T

knowledge.Juliet agrees to the plan and the Friar gives her -

mist to descend when Tybalt kills
Mercutio.

Hamartiais the Greekword for “sin” or
“errar”, which comes from the

verb ham atanein, meaning “to err” or
“to miss the mark”.

Usually every hero falls due o a flaw in
hisor her character. CriticA. C.Bradley
Hamartia (Tragic | wrote: “The calamities and catastrophe
Flaw) follow inevitably from the deeds of
men and the main source ofthese
deedsischamcter.”

Because of their fatalflaw, thehero
falls from ahigh position, which leads
to his/her inevitable death.

Examplesin oter plays:

In Hamlet the main protagonist’s
inabilityto make decisions and act on
them - his procrastination - leads © his
death

In Othello, itis the main protagonist’s
jealowsyand aggres sive rage that sees
Othello lose his life.

the potion he hasmade

Act5

Imagery

[

Shakespeare was a master in poeticimagery,
and he’s ableto use the characters of Romeo
and Julietto get across their feelings for each
otherin eloquent, flowing and bea utiful verse.
Shakespeare employs a wide range of features
such as personification, metaphors, similes,
adjectives and moreto evoke particular
feelings from his audience. Whether it’s the
use of religious imagery when Romeo and
Juliet first meet or thefurious personification
that Romeo uses to lash outat fortune and fate
(“O lam fortune’s fool I” Act3 Scene 1) after he
kills Tybalt, it is worth spending time going over
key scenes and key extracts and making notes
on how Shakespeare is ableto use his language
to accentuate acharacter’s thoughts or
feelings.

Thegood being destroyed al ong with
the bad at the res d ution of theplay.
This particu ar elemert is more
applicable to a play like Hamlet where
most of the major characters are killed
within thelast scene of the play.
However,in Romeo and Juliet wedo
see Paris, Ram eo and luliet all day
within thelast few scenes of the play

Tragic Waste

Thefeud between the two housesin

Verena isthe centalcanflict in this

play.It defines manycharacters’
entities.

Extermal Gonfligt

Juliet deals with thecorflict ofhaving
her lover kil her causin Should she
choose mariageover fam ily? Romeo
deals with the conflict of beirg a lover
and being a’manly’ warrior. Is he
lettinghis family honour down by not
fighting with Ty ba t?

Internal Confl

Thisis an emotional release from one
of the characters. Both Romeo and
Juliet come to accept that theym ust
Catharsis die bythe end of theplay, and the wo
families appear to have moved past
their feud due to the death of their
children.

Scene 1

ItisWednesday morning and we are in Mantua. Romeo seems happy
afteradream the night before we he found kiliet dead but she woke
and kissed him and madehim feelalive again.Balthasar, Romed's
servar, arrives. Rom eo s ays to him that notl
wrong if Juliet is right, but Balthasar says nothing can be wrong but
Julietis right...in heaven Romeo finds out that Juliet is 'dead". He
shouts, "l defy you,stars",and plans to head offback to Verona. He
demands Balthasar gets him something to wiite on (hewritesa letter
to give to Lord Montague) and to get horses, saying hewillgo back to
Verona toright. Romeo as ks Balthasar if hehas a letter from the Friar,
but hesays hedoesnot.Romeo heads to an apcthecary (someone
who sellsdrugs, a hit like a chemist or pharm acy). Romeo says he will
pay a lot of maneyfor poison. Theapothecarysays s ellingpoison in
Mantuacauld s ee him being executed, but Romeo says he will take
this risk because the apothecaryis so poor. He agrees. Romeo says he

will go to Juliet's tom b and kill him sel f. /—\\

Romeo tries to explain how he feels
abaut Rosaline and comesacrossall
Petrarchan: “O brawling love, 0
lovig hate.. feather of lead, bright
sm oke, cold fire, sick

health..” (Act 1 Scene1)

Scene 2

gin the wor d can be

Friar Lawrence speaks to Friar John, the
messenger he sent to Mantuato give
hisletter o Romeo. Lawrenceasks how
Romeo felt abaut the letter. Friar John
says he couldn't deliver theletter
because he was kept in aquamntined
house due to theplague beingin
Mantua. Friar Lawrence realises that if
Romeo hasn't seen his letter and hears
the news of Juiet's 'death’ then he wil
thinkthat Juliet has actally died. Friar
Lawrence getsa crowbar and says he
wil have to res cue uliet by him self. He
tries to send another letter to Romeo
and hopes Romeo will com eto his cell
where he will keep Juliet until Rom eo
getsthere

Scene 3

“Sin from thy lips? O respass
sweetly urged!

Give me my sin again.”

He kisses her. (Act 1 Scene 5)

Juliet shows she is just as good as religious
imagery asRomeo, and the way the pair
sharepunsand word play together suggests
a type of larmony between them: “And
pal m to pam is holy palm ers kiss.” (Act 1
Scere 5)

Juliet grows increasingly
fristrated at the Nurse who
says she istoo out of breath
to explain what Romeo fas
said to her. “How art thou
out ofbreath, when thou
hast breath

To say to me that thou art
outofbreath?”
(Act2Scene 5)

Other characters

Fiiar Lawrence: HolySaint Francis, what a
change is here! IsRosaline, that thou didst
love so

dear,s o soon forsaken?’ (Act 2Scene 3)

Paris is in the churchyard at night with a servant holding atouch. He tells the servant o go and starts putting flowers on Juliet's grave. His
servant whistles in the bac kground, a warning that someoneis comirg. Paris hides himself and s ees Romeo arrivewith a crowbar and
Balthasar, Rom eo s ays to Balthasar that he has come to open theCapul et tomb so he can get backa ring he had given to Juliet. He tells
Balthasar to leave and in the morningto deliver a letter to Montague. Balthasar leaves, but decides to hide and watch what happens- he
does it beli evewhat his master hastold him. Paris knows who Romeo is - the man who killed Ty balt. He thirks Romeo has therefore killed
Julietindrectly given her enorm ous grief for Tybalt Paris thinks Romeo has come back to hutt the corpses of either Tybalt orJuliet, given
that he has been exiled from the city. Paris attacks Rom eo, Rem eo tells him to leave, but Parisrefuses. They fight and Paris' servant runs off
to get help. Romeo kil ls Paris and Paris asks that he be put near to Juliet in thetomb, which Romeo agrees to do. Romeo goes into thetomb
with Paris' body. He sees Juliet lying in state, wondering at her beautyand how she does rot look dead at all. Rom eo speaks to Juliet about
how hewillspend etemity with her. He kiss es her and drinks thepoison, kiss es her again and then dies.

Friar Lawrence turns up and finds Balthas ar, who says Romeo is in the tomb. The Friar enters the om b and finds Paris' body, then Romeo's
and then sees luliet awake. Juliet asks the Fiiar where Romeo is. The Friar hears noises in the background and quicklys ays that both Fom eo
and Parisare dead and that she must leavenow. Juliet refusesto do so,and the Fiiar decidesto run away without Juliet Juliet sees Romeo
and realises he haskilled himself. She tries to drink some ofthe poison on his lips, but it doesn't work. She decides 1o takeRomeo's dagger
and stabshers eff: "0 happydagger,/ This is thysheath." She dies on top of Romeo's body. The Watch (akind of police force ) enter and see
allthe bicod in the tomb. They havearrested Balthasar and Friar Lawrence. The Prince and Capul et enter, asdoes Montague. He claims his
wife has died over the grief she felt over Romeo's enforced exil e. Friar Lawrence is asked by the Prince to explain what happened and he
tells quickly but carefully everythirg that happened and why. The Princecriticises both families, cali rg the tragedya res ult of their feud and
telling them he has lost two friends himself - Paris and Mercutio. Gapulet and Montagues hake hands and agree to end their fight.
Montague sayshe will have ahugegolden statueof Juliet constucted, and Capulet says he willbuild a golden statue ofRome o to go rext to
hers. They all leave to go and discuss what has happened, with thePrince saying there has never been “a storyof more wee / Than this of
Juliet and her Romeo".

io s disgusted that
Romeo willnot fight Tybalt: "0
calm, dishoncurable, vile
submis sion!” (Act 3 Scene 1)

Dramatic
irony

RSER)

Dramaticirony is when some ofthe characters
don’t know somethingthat theaudience does.
Forinstance, Juliet's parents have no ideashe
has already married Romeo in secret. t means
we’re waiting for certain events to occur and
the tension is only increased becauseofthe
naivetyand lack of awareness from certain
characters.

lambic
pentameter
and blank
verse

Many characters in Shakes peare’s
plays speak in iambic pentameter
(lines of 5 bars with 2 beats per bar, or
essentially 10 syllables a line). Most
lines aredelivered in blank verse which
means they don’t contain rhyme. If
rhyme is ever used it is to emphasise or
focus the audience on one particular
idea.

However, it is usually only noble
characters or those from established
families high up society who are
granted the right to speak in iambic
pentameter.

Lower class characters would speakin
prose, which is written without any
specific number of syllables or beats —
it’s just ordinary speech. Often the
Nurse will speak in prose as she is a
character from a lowersocial
background, but Mercutio also forgets
to use blank verse when he is incensed
and angry at Tybaltin Act 3 Scene 1.

—
/ Juliet sees the ghost of Tybaltin a
vision in Act 4 Scene3. Beyond that the

Swernatar ; .

e —— main ‘s upernatural’ dlement s the idea
of fate controllig the destinies of
charactersin the play
It seems so frustrating that Romeo and
Juliet cannot be together in life, but

Lack of Poetic they are together in death and a

Justice resolution of a kind is brought between

the two fam ilies that caused these
\lawful events to happen.
Mercutio and the Nurse offer a sers e
of comic relief in keyscenes involving
Romeo and Juliet, al hough they both
make difficult choices that ultimately
ar essential in any ragedy.

Comic Relief

Romeo philosophies about Iove with
Benwolio and Mercutio: “Is love a
terder thing? Itis o rough, o
rude, too boisterous, and it pricks
like thorn.” (Act 1 Scene 1)

Romeo discovers kuliet is from his
family’s enemiesand he comes up
with this lovely littlecauplet: “Is she
a Capulet?

0 dearaccourttmy lfeismyfaes 1 )
debt. * p

Juliet suggests that a name meanings
nothing referring to her dis coverythat
Romeo is aMontague: What'sin a name?
That which we calla rose by another word
would smellassweet”(Act 2 Scene2) Same
critics believe Shakes peare's reference to a
‘rose’here is an allusion to the Rose

. Theatre-a rival theatre to Shakespeare’s

theatres heused for perform ances. Herehe
ay beimplying that theRose Theatre
!

“stinks|

Juliet shows her utter disgust
atthe idea of her marryirg
Paiis. Asan audience we
know her secret: "Now, by
Saint Peter's Church and
Peter too,

He shallnot make me there a
joyfulbride " (Act 3Scene 5)

TheNurse: “an shou d llive athousand
years, | never should forget it” TheNurse
speaks abou her chilchood memories of
Juliet. Theyhave dlearly im pacted on her
lifein asignificant way. (Act 1 Scere 3)

1 know he’s not a verynice guy,
but Tybalt has some pretty
awes om e quotes in Romeo and
Juliet. He'd fit into a Quentin
Tarantino film really well:
“What, art thou drawn among
theseheartless hinds?

Tum thee, Benvdio, look won
thydeath” (Act 1 Scene 1)

Romeo seemsto have forgatten all
about Rosaline after seeingJuliet:
“Did my heatt love Glinow?' (Act 1

Scere 5)
¥ Vs

e
Romeo refuses to fight Tyhalt in Act
3Scene 1,althowgh theaudience
krow the real rason why: “Tybalt,
the reason that lhave to love thee
Doth much excuse the appertaining
rage
To such a greeting:villain am Inone;
Therefore farewel | see thou
know'st me not. “

Juliet tries to reason with her father when
she refuses to marryParis, but she knows
she is desperate:“Good father, Ibeseech
you on my knees,hear mewith patence but
tospeak a word” (Act 3 Scene5)

Checkout Romeo’s impress ive use
of religiows imagery to woo Juliet:
[takingJuliet’s hard] “Ifl profane
with my unworthies t kand this holy
shrine...” (Act 1 Scene 5)

As Ram eo drinks the vial of poison

to take hisown life, he says: “Here’s
tomy love.” (Act 5Scene 3)

Like Romeo before he drinks his pois on,

Juliet ‘toasts’to Romeo before diinking the

potion that willsend her to sleep and make
er look‘dead’; “Romeo, | come ! This do |
rinkto theel” (Act 4 Scene3)

Juliet does rem arkably well
not to react to the Nurse
after she feelsthe Nurse has
betrayed her. "Wel, thou
hast comforted me
marvellous much "

(Act3 Scere 5)

Tybalt shows his umrelentinganger when
he sees Rom eo at the Gapulet party: “It
fits, when such a villain is aguest I'llnot
endure him.” (Act 1 Scene 5)

Tybalt accuses Romeo of being
avillain. Perhaps theirany is
lost on him : “Romeo, the fate |
bear thee can afford

No better term than this, —
thou art a villain.“ (Act 3 Scene
1)

Paris. That mayb em ustb &,/o e, on

luliet keepsa neu tal stance aro und a
Father creepyP ars, hoping notto
rai any alamn sto herparens. (Actd
Scene1)

Lady Gapulet shows her feelings after she
believes her daughter to be dead: "D eath
lies on her ikean untmelyfrost

Upon the sweetest flower of all the field.
(Act4 Scene s)

Don't forget thePrologue at
the beginningof the play:
“From forth thefatalloins of
thes etwo foes

Apair of star-cross' d lovers take
their life;”

sage
Directions and

Theatrical
Conventions

Whilst Romeo and J uliet has a brilliant plot and
is beautifully crafted, it's important to
rememberthat thisis not a‘book’, or a‘novel’,
itisaplay. That means itwas written to be
performed on stage and most likely was
performed at two theatres: The Theatre
(original, | know) and The Curtain. TheGlobe
Theatre probably hadn’t been built until afew
years after the play had been first performed.

Because Romeo and Julietis a play, it includes
stage directions, soliloquys, asides and other
theatrical conventions of the time. It isagood
idea to tryand do some research on how plays
would have been performed at the time in the
Elizabethan period, and how modern directors
adapt the playfor their own purposes.
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