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	Powerful knowledge in PSHE– Why do we teach these concepts?

	Members of King’s Lynn Academy are encouraged to express their individuality, and at the same time, to respect the British values of acceptance and tolerance of others. Opportunities are built into the curriculum and extra-curricular programme, to develop an awareness of and to explore alternative views. Students are encouraged to explore and build their own values and beliefs, spiritual awareness, along with high standards of personal behaviour. We place a strong emphasis on developing positive and caring attitudes towards others as well as an understanding of their social and cultural traditions and an appreciation of the diversity and richness of other cultures.

Staff at KLA model and promote high standards of behaviour, treating all people as unique and valuable individuals and showing respect for students and their families.  The school community is a place where students learn to differentiate between right and wrong, to show an understanding of the need for rules and the need to abide by rules for the good of everyone. Our Behaviour Policy, Code of Conduct (KLA 6), and just about all our policies and procedures reflect, reiterate, promote and reward positive behaviour and provide opportunities to celebrate pupils' work and achievements.

	
At KLA the promotion of students’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is considered to central to their education. People form their values and attitudes in childhood. These may change over time, but those values and attitudes formed in early life are likely to have a strong influence on the adult person’s role as a citizen.

As a school, we have a duty to provide a positive influence whilst at the same time allowing students freedom of expression and the ability to reach decisions for themselves (conformity and challenge). The example set by adults in the school and the quality of relationships is of particular importance in promoting spiritual, moral, social and cultural development.

Our school’s tagline (‘Success in all we do’), our mission (‘achieving our full potential together’) and our core values (that all student should show ‘Respect, Aspirations, and Resilience’) support the importance of the growth and development of all aspects of SMSC within the school community.

We recognise that the personal development of students, spiritually, morally, socially and culturally, plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve.

Students encounter SMSC and British values in every aspect of school life; through their lessons, through assemblies, through whole school initiatives like charity days, through visiting speakers and presentations and through extra-curricular activities. In recognition of this we track the provision of SMSC and British values across subjects as well as termly updates of this provision through assemblies, whole school initiatives, visiting speakers and extra-curricular activities.

	 Curriculum Enrichment – How do we link with other subjects and offer experiences?

	Spiritual, moral, social and cultural (SMSC) at KLA:

Spiritual
This relates to the quest for individual identity and the search for meaning and purpose in our existence. It leads towards the understanding of self and others. It has to do with feelings, emotions, attitudes and beliefs. It is not linked solely to a particular doctrine or faith and spiritual development is therefore accessible to everyone. At PWS this may be done through:

Exploring different beliefs & faiths.
Studying the concept of identity.
Allowing time for personal reflection.

Moral

Students are encouraged to understand the need for a common code and to follow it from conviction rather than because of sanctions or consequences. At PWS we work towards an understanding of what is right and wrong. From this basis students may develop the ability to make judgements and to become increasingly responsible for their own actions and behaviour. At PWS this may be done through:

· Asking and answering moral questions.
· Studying texts and exploring moral dilemmas that characters face.
· Using the ‘vote topic’ (tutor time activity) to explore big questions on current issues in a collaborative way.

Social

This enables students to become conscientious participants in their family, class, school, the local and wider community. Within this there should be a balance of the positive, satisfying elements of belonging to a group or society along with the demands, obligations and cooperation such membership requires. At PWS this may be done through:

· Collaborative learning.
· Raising awareness of social media and how to use it critically.
· Developing our oracy skills through class discussions.

Cultural

At the heart of cultural development lies the necessity to develop a sense of personal identity, whilst at the same time acquiring awareness, understanding and tolerance regarding the cultural traditions and beliefs of others. At PWS this may be done through:

· Recognition of the value and richness of cultural diversity in the UK and the influence of this on individuals and society.
· Developing an understanding of different cultural environments.
· Developing an understanding of the UK’s local, national and global dimensions.
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